
 
December 5th, 2016 
 
District of Columbia Office of Zoning 
441 4th St NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 2001 
 
Re: Notice of Appearance in ZC case Nos. 16-11 & 16-12 
 
To the DC Zoning Commission: 
 
Pursuant to the DC Zoning Regulations, I, Jason Klein, Esquire, submit this letter to give notice of my 
appearance as representative of the Georgia Avenue Corridor Neighbors (GAN) in Zoning Case Nos. 
16-11 & 16-12.  I have just recently been engaged to represent GAN before in these hearings. 
 
GAN submitted initial party status request documents along with Form 140 in a timely fashion, and 
have since authorized me to bring forth contested issues related to the zone map amendments and 
PUD application requests in these inter-related cases.  Additional participating GAN members have 
further substantiated our request for party status in these cases. GAN members will be distinctively 
and uniquely affected by the PUD projects in both cases due to their proximity to the proposed 
development site.  See Attached.s 
 
As such, on behalf of GAN, I ask that you grant us party status and we will be ready to testify with 
other parties on December 5th, 2016, and December 8th, 2016. 
 
Please contact me with any further questions or for any additional information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jason Klein 
DC Bar #1002320 
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Attachments 

Email from GAN Managers 

Participant authorization letters 

Form 140  
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d.c. forrd <dc4reality@gmail.com>

Authorized for 16­11 and 16­12 
1 message

d.c. forrd <dc4reality@gmail.com> Mon, Dec 5, 2016 at 2:21 PM
To: Jason Klein <jason@kleinlawsolutions.com>
Cc: Ryan Cummins <ryan.cummins@gmail.com>

Dear Jason,

Per our bylaws, and as empowered by our participating members, GAN facilitators, Ryan Cummins and Chris
Otten authorize you to bind GAN to the administrative process of zoning review in both ZC Case Nos. 16­11 and 16­12.

Thank you for your help and consideration.

The hearing for 16­11 begins tonight at 6:30pm.  Please submit your notice of appearance.

Regards,
Chris Otten 
c/o Georgia Avenue Corridor Neighbors (GAN)
202 810 2768

cc: Ryan Cummins, co­facilitator GAN

tel:(202)%20810-2768








PERSONAL STATEMENT 
 

My name Nicholas Van Dusen, and I am a 30 year old homeowner on the same block as 
Bruce Monroe Community Park.  I attest that my statements below are true and factual to the 
best of my knowledge. 
 
I attest that the projects in the inter-related Zoning Case Nos. 16-11 and 16-12 will have 
immense adverse affects on my neighborhood and me. 
 
(1) Environment 
 
The number of high density units which the Zoning Commission has already approved in the 
Georgia Avenue Overlay District and are​ currently in various stages of construction and 
development and are ​adjacent to Bruce Monroe Community Park are already planned to 
increase the amount of paved and impervious surfaces in area, and will therefore increase 
water runoff as well.  Reducing the size of Bruce Monroe Community Park will eliminate one 
of the few remaining green spaces that helps mitigate water runoff issues in the area. 
 
(2) Land Values & Displacement 
 
Our homes will have increased water runoff streaming downhill from east to west given the 
steep slope of Irving and Columbia between Sherman and Georgia.  This increased runoff 
has the ability to compromise our foundations.  In addition, the introduction of a 9 story 
building will decrease the amount sunlight that reaches our homes and would otherwise help 
dry the increase moisture that will result from increased water runoff. The 9 story building will 
destroy the Bruce Monroe Park, the heart of our community, and destroy the character of the 
neighborhood. 
 
(3) Elimination of the Park at Georgia and Irving Street 
 
The reduction of the park from 2.5 acres to 1 acre exacerbates the “severe shortage” of park 
space in the Mid City Area Element portion in section 2000.8 of the District’s approved 
Comprehensive Plan.  Bruce Monroe Community Park is a critical asset that serves not only 
the residents that live in the immediate vicinity of the park, as well as residents of the 
surrounding neighborhoods that lack access to quality green space. 
 
(3) Negative Impacts on Public Services & Transit 
 
The proposed high density building will exacerbate traffic and congestion on the two busiest 
one-way, single lane,  through streets in all of Northwest DC.  While both streets service 
important bus routes, the impact of any development on this segment of Irving Street NW 
must be given serious consideration since it is a crucial route for ambulances and emergency 
vehicles bound for the Washington Hospital Center, the only trauma hospital in DC.  
 
(4) Lack of Adequate Representation on the Matter in the ANC 
 
The residents that live immediately adjacent to Bruce Monroe Community Park were not 
represented on matters related to the park that were brought before the Advisory 



Neighborhood Commission because ANC 1A10 Commissioner, Rashida Brown, recused 
herself from all discussions and decisions regarding Bruce Monroe Community Park due to 
the conflict of interest posed by her employment with DMPED.  However, Commissioner 
Brown’s constituents did not know that they would not have representation on this issue until 
Brown’s letter of recusal was read aloud by the ANC 1A chairman at the April 13, 2016 
meeting where the committee voted on whether to support the surplus designation of the 
park. In fact, Ms. Brown ignored correspondence sent to 1A10@anc.dc.gov on matters 
related to Bruce Monroe Community Park.  Several attempts were made to reach Ms. Brown 
via email before and after her opposition to the park was made public, and no reply was 
made. 
 
For these four reasons, ​I ask that Georgia Avenue Corridor Neighbors (GAN) and DC for 
Reasonable Development (DC4RD) facilitate and deliver my contested concerns before 
Zoning Commissioners in ZC Case Nos. 16-11 and 16-12, as well in any subsequent judicial 
review on my behalf. And, I support GAN and DC4RD managers in selecting our authorized 
representative to assist us in seeking protections on the surrounding community. 
 
Signed,  
 
 
 
 
Nicholas Van Dusen 
761 Irving Street NW 
Washington, DC 20010 
(917)939-2235 
 
 



PERSONAL STATEMENT 
 

My name is Nida Chaudhary, and I am 30 year old homeowner on the same block as Bruce 
Monroe Community Park.  I attest that my statements below are true and factual to the best of 
my knowledge. 
I attest that the projects in the inter-related Zoning Case Nos. 16-11 and 16-12 will have 
immense adverse affects on my neighborhood and me. 
 
(1) Environment 
 
The number of high density units which the Zoning Commission has already approved in the 
Georgia Avenue Overlay District and are​ currently in various stages of construction and 
development and are ​adjacent to Bruce Monroe Community Park are already planned to 
increase the amount of paved and impervious surfaces in area, and will therefore increase 
water runoff as well.  Reducing the size of Bruce Monroe Community Park will eliminate one 
of the few remaining green spaces that helps mitigate water runoff issues in the area. 
 
(2) Land Values & Displacement 
 
Our homes will have increased water runoff streaming downhill from east to west given the 
steep slope of Irving and Columbia between Sherman and Georgia.  This increased runoff 
has the ability to compromise our foundations.  In addition, the introduction of a 9 story 
building will decrease the amount sunlight that reaches our homes and would otherwise help 
dry the increase moisture that will result from increased water runoff. The 9 story building will 
destroy the Bruce Monroe Park, the heart of our community, and destroy the character of the 
neighborhood. 
 
(3) Elimination of the Park at Georgia and Irving Street 
 
The reduction of the park from 2.5 acres to 1 acre exacerbates the “severe shortage” of park 
space in the Mid City Area Element portion in section 2000.8 of the District’s approved 
Comprehensive Plan.  Bruce Monroe Community Park is a critical asset that serves not only 
the residents that live in the immediate vicinity of the park, as well as residents of the 
surrounding neighborhoods that lack access to quality green space. 
 
(3) Negative Impacts on Public Services & Transit 
 
The proposed high density building will exacerbate traffic and congestion on the two busiest 
one-way, single lane,  through streets in all of Northwest DC.  While both streets service 
important bus routes, the impact of any development on this segment of Irving Street NW 
must be given serious consideration since it is a crucial route for ambulances and emergency 
vehicles bound for the Washington Hospital Center, the only trauma hospital in DC.  
 
(4) Lack of Adequate Representation on the Matter in the ANC 
 
The residents that live immediately adjacent to Bruce Monroe Community Park were not 
represented on matters related to the park that were brought before the Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission because ANC 1A10 Commissioner, Rashida Brown, recused 



herself from all discussions and decisions regarding Bruce Monroe Community Park due to 
the conflict of interest posed by her employment with DMPED.  However, Commissioner 
Brown’s constituents did not know that they would not have representation on this issue until 
Brown’s letter of recusal was read aloud by the ANC 1A chairman at the April 13, 2016 
meeting where the committee voted on whether to support the surplus designation of the 
park. I was particularly disappointed that Ms. Brown did not inform me that she was required 
to recuse herself on matters related to Bruce Monroe Community Park after I sent her an 
email on March 23, 2016.  After attending the ANC 1A meeting on April 13, 2016, I replied to 
my March 23, 2016 email to Ms. Brown and asked why she had failed to mention that she 
was recusing herself on the matter.  I have yet to receive any response from Ms. Brown. 
 
For these four reasons, ​I ask that Georgia Avenue Corridor Neighbors (GAN) and DC for 
Reasonable Development (DC4RD) facilitate and deliver my contested concerns before 
Zoning Commissioners in ZC Case Nos. 16-11 and 16-12, as well in any subsequent judicial 
review on my behalf. And, I support GAN and DC4RD managers in selecting our authorized 
representative to assist us in seeking protections on the surrounding community. 
 
Signed,  
 
 
 
 
Nida Chaudhary 
761 Irving Street NW 
Washington, DC 20010 
(917)939-2235 
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